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Together Achieving Educational Success 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of gender, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or em-
ployment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to the Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 

7th  — Report Cards in backpacks 
 

11th — Veteran’s Day; No School 
No Preschool, Daycare Closed 

 
12th — PTO Fall Fundraiser Pick-up 

 
27th — In-Service Day; No Classes 

No Preschool, Daycare Open/Sign-up 
Required 

 
28th-29th — Thanksgiving Holiday 

No School 
No Preschool, Daycare Closed 

 
December 2 (Monday)—Buck Day; 

No School 
No Preschool, Daycare Closed 

Parent Tips for Effective Parent-Teacher Conferences 

—by Elementary Principal Kristin Musselman 

 

 Welcome to a greatly anticipated time of the academic year:  parent-teacher 
conferences! Hopefully, you will find these 
suggestions helpful as you prepare for your 
meeting with your child’s teacher. 
  
In preparation for your conference: 

• Review your child’s homework, tests and 
assignments.   

• Think about your child’s strengths and challenges, share these with the teacher. 

• Talk with your child about his or her progress in school.    

• Make a list of questions to ask about ways you and the teacher can work together 
and how you would like to be involved in your child’s learning. 

  
During the conference: 

• Ask questions like:  Is my child performing at grade level? What do you see as his 
or her strengths? How could he or she improve?   

• Inquire about how the teacher will both challenge your child and offer support 
when he or she needs it.  Ask about your child’s work and how the teacher gives 
grades.   

• Share your thoughts and feelings about your child. Tell the teacher what you 
think your son/daughter is good at and, perhaps, what you foresee as something 
that poses more of a challenge that could be improved by special support at 
school, an enhanced home learning environment, or from programs and services 
in the community. 

  
After the conference: 

•  Write down the things that you and the teacher will each do to support your 
child.  Make a plan to follow up with each other.  List specifically what you will do, 
when and how often.   

• Set another time to talk in the next few months and determine the best way for 
you and the teacher to communicate—in person, by phone, notes, email, etc. 

 
*Remember, the parent-teacher conference is all about your child so share with him/
her what you learned at the conference.  Describe the connection you’ve built with 
the teacher and the plan of how you will help with learning at home.  Be sure and ask 
for his or her suggestions and be ready to celebrate the remarkable young person 
your child is becoming! 
 

I hope that these tips will help your conference to run smoothly and feel enjoyable! 

Elementary 

students are 

outside for 

recess on 

days where 

temperatures 

are 25°F and above.  

Please dress your child 

appropriately. 

 



The Elementary Library has a new online resource to 
help upper elementary school students doing re-
search: SIRS Discoverer from ProQuest This data-
base contains selected materials from over 2,200 reli-
able resources including full text magazine articles, 
ebooks, and other reference sources.  Included in the 
database are educational Websites and reference ma-
terials such as the Compton’s by Britanni-
ca encyclopedia and DK Eyewitness books. Trusted 
magazine titles include Ranger Rick, Highlights for 
Children, Monkeyshines, New Moon, PopSci for 
Kids and many others.  SIRS Discoverer is easily 
available on any computer in the school to provide reli-
able information to student researchers and teachers. 
Home access is also available.  Contact the Elemen-
tary Library staff for more information. 

PTO Update — by Mrs. Garda 
 
Thank you to our volunteers for helping with the Fall Book Fair and Picture Days!  
We appreciate your help! 
 
Congratulations to the following top Fall fundraiser sellers in each grade level 
and thank you to all who participated in this profitable sale: 
PreK - Jakson Smith 
Kindergarten - Audrey Hammond 
First Grade - Gabriel Romano 
Second Grade - Jocelyn Poorman 
Third Grade - Cassandra Behrer 
Fourth Grade - Gage McCaulley 
 
Special recognition goes out to the overall Top Seller, Kathryn Rowe, and third grade teacher Mrs. Schultz who 
received $50 in items since 50% of her class participated. 
    
Please contact the PTO if you can help volunteer on the Fall Fundraiser delivery day (November 12).  We need 
volunteers from 1:00pm-6:00pm and would appreciate any help – even if it’s only for an hour! 
 
Mrs. Luther will be drawing the names for the raffle contest.  Rewards may include: Chuck E Cheese tickets, 
Lakemont Lights on the Lake tickets, movie theater passes, Slinky Action Zone tickets, Pittsburgh Zoo passes, Kindle 
Fire Tablets, and Altoona Curve tickets. 
  
The Box Top Football Challenge for the 1st Marking Period was a huge success: We met our goal of collecting  $250 
worth!  The students each received a freeze pop on October 31st. Our goal for the 2nd Marking Period is $500.  
 
Looking ahead to November, we have the fall fundraiser arrival, sorting (1-3PM) and parent pick up (3-6PM) in the 
cafeteria lobby of Tyrone Elementary.  The next PTO meeting is December 10th at 3:30PM in the TAES small gym. 

Counselor Activities 

—from the offices of Mrs. Eaken & Mrs. Gertz 

October was  a busy month in the school 
counseling office! Classroom lessons, lunch 
groups, and small groups are in full swing. 
Students are being reminded of the role of 
the school counselor and are encouraged to 
seek out support if needed. October’s classroom lessons 
have centered around embracing our differences, 
creating friendships, self-motivation, and teamwork and 
collaboration. We invite you to talk to your child at home 
about what they are learning with their school counselor 
to continue building these skills. 



Afterschool Daycare Activities 
—by Ms. Donna and Miss Jasmine 

 Hello from Kindergarten, First and Second graders afterschool daycare.   

We are very busy every day enjoying snack, completing homework, reading 

books for the week’s theme and creating art.  With the nice fall weather 

we’ve been spending a lot of time outside, too!   

 In September, we learned about germs and discussed hygiene tips to 

help keep us healthy!  An experi-

ment we conducted tested soda, 

water and vinegar on eggshells to 

mimic how different liquids react on 

our tooth enamel.  We also studied 

about the magical dragon fly.  Did 

you know they can fly forward at 

about 30 miles per hour?  We also 

made newspaper hats in celebra-

tion of “hat month.” 

 In October, we conducted 

a science experiment called 

“dancing apple seeds” to explore 

acid-base chemicals and buoyan-

cy.  For Halloween, we made 

ghosts from tissues, windsock ghosts 

and candy corn filled jack-o-

lanterns.  Everyone enjoyed staying busy with these fun projects! 

In the coming months, the weather will keep us inside more and our activities will include playing in the 

gym, along with free-play and group games.   We’ll be enjoying the new smart boards installed this sum-

mer to learn, dance and sing.   Being inside will give us more time for science experiments and computer 

lab time, too! 

Preschool is Reading Lois Ehlert 

During October the preschool classes 

enjoyed hearing stories illustrated and 

written by Lois Ehlert.  Books such as Nuts 

to You, Color Farm and Red Leaf  Yellow Leaf  

were favorites.  These books also led into 

our study of  the fall season and a trip to 

B&D acres where we used leaves for craft projects, 

picked pumpkins from the patch and danced with Ms. 

Lindsay from Dance Fusion.  It’s been a fun month 

studying fall topics and learning more about Lois 

Ehlert! Check out her books at the library!  

—submitted by Mrs. Raabe, PreK3 Teacher 



It’s a Homerun! 
—submitted by the Second Grade Team 
 

Hit a homerun against drugs!  This was the motto shared with second grade at their “Homerun 
Against Drugs Assembly.”  Sandi Smith and Homer, a mascot, came to Second Grade to talk to 

them about the importance of setting goals and making good choices. Eating vegetables, drink-
ing water and exercise are all good habits that students are 
encouraged to have. Setting short term and long term goals 

keep students on track for a bright future. Senior Lindsay 
Walk and Junior Aiden McCracken also shared with the stu-
dents the clubs and activities that they participate in during 

their high school career that keep them on the path to 
reach their own personal goals. Students also learned about unhealthy 
choices like tobacco and alcohol and how those things can get you off 

track. In the end, students received a free book in which they star as the 
main character along with Homer. In the book Homer reminds us all, 
“Drugs and alcohol . . . no good!  Eating right and exercise . . . good!”  

Dirty Water No More: 

Students Uncover How Filters Work! 
-by Miss Felker, Third Grade Student Teacher with Ms. Dillon 

 Third graders in Ms. Dillon’s class 

designed and tested water filters! By 

integrating science, engineering, and 

social studies, the students were able to 

solve a real-world problem. They used 

the engineering design process to ask, 

imagine, plan, create, and improve. 

 They began by learning about 

the water crisis and discussing the 

importance of having access to clean 

water. After exploring different 

materials, they designed their own 

water filters to clean dirty water. The 

dirty water they were challenged to 

clean consisted of dirt, grass, and glitter 

to represent how difficult small particles 

can be to remove. 

 As the students began to test 

their designs, faces lit up all around the room! The water 

was being cleaned! After discussing their results, the 

students determined that it would still be unsafe to drink 

because there may still be pollutants in the water that they 

cannot see. The best way to solve this problem would be 

to eliminate water pollution! 

Honoring America 
—By Megan Myers, First Grade Teacher 

 

To kick start the America the 

Beautiful Unit, first graders learned 

about the Pledge of Allegiance and 

how we say it every day to honor our 

American flag.  Next, each teacher 

read several 

books about 

the American 

flag and how it 

has changed 

many times 

since it was first 

created.  Then, 

students creat-

ed replicas to 

hang in the 

hallway or in 

their class-

rooms.  The American flag is the first of 

many symbols the first grade classes will 

be studying, including: the Statue of 

Liberty, the Liberty Bell, the Bald Eagle, 

and the White House. 



  Head Lice 

—submitted by Mrs. Cowger, 

Tyrone Elementary School Nurse 

With all of the children back together in school, the 

opportunity for the spread of head lice returns. The 

presence of head lice is a very common occurrence.  The 

primary responsibility for the management and treatment 

of head lice belongs with the parents. The following is a 

Fact Sheet about head lice from the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health.  For Tyrone Area School District’s 

guidelines please visit our webpage at http://

www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/taes.  

What are Head Lice? 

Head lice are tiny wingless 
insects that live on the head 
and scalp of people, especially 
children.  They are 1/16 to 1/8 
inch in length which is about 
the size of a sesame seed and 
vary in color from tan to grey/
white.  

Remember These Key Points: 

• Anyone can get head lice 

• Lice require blood to live 

• Off the scalp, head lice rarely survive beyond two days 

• Lice crawl very quickly 

• Lice do not jump, fly or hop 

• Lice is spread through direct contact, mainly head to head contact 

• Sharing combs, brushes, hats, barrettes, etc. can also spread lice 

• Pets can not get or spread human head lice  

• Lice is a nuisance but not a health hazard 

What are Nits? 

Nits are lice eggs that are very tiny and difficult to see.  They vary in 
color from yellowish-brown to pearly white and are teardrop shaped.  

Additional Key Details: 

Nits are firmly attached to the hair shaft close to the scalp, at the 
back of the head, and behind the ears with a waterproof glue-
like substance 

The glue-like substance is so strong that the nits cannot be washed 
or flicked off with a fingernail 

Nits hatch in 7-10 days and become adult lice in 9-12 days 
As long as nits remain alive, head lice can be spread 
Nits must be removed daily 

Fall in Fourth Grade 
 

—by:  Miss Viola and Miss Wiesner, PSU Student Teachers 

 

 October arrived and passed by 

quickly!  Fourth graders have been 

learning many new things, enjoying the 

nice Fall weather, and even went on a 

field trip to Lake Tobias.  The 

students  had a great time at Lake 

Tobias and got to learn about many 

different types of animals. They thought 

it was very interesting to learn about 

the adaptations the animals have. This 

trip connected very well with the 

animal adaptations unit they have 

been learning about in science class 

for the past few weeks!  

 Fourth graders also had the 

chance to go on a safari ride through 

the wildlife park, visit the petting zoo, 

and see a show at the reptile exhibit. 

We all enjoyed seeing and interacting 

with animals up close, getting to feed 

and touch them.  

 As October comes to a close we 

are working on SOARing in every area 

of life!  
 
 
 

http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/taes
http://www.tyrone.k12.pa.us/taes


Community Helpers in Kindergarten—submitted by Mrs. McCracken 

During the month of October, Kindergarten has been 

discussing different community helpers.  We have been 

discussing the jobs that they do, tools, they use, and how they 

help in our community.  On Friday, October 18, Kindergarten 

went on a field trip to downtown Tyrone to visit different 

community helpers.  We visited Bake Shop Bakes, Exposed 

Grafix, the Tyrone Library, Hookies Fire Station, the Police 

Station, and the Post Office.  Students got to sample cookies, 

see how shirts are made, read some books, explore the fire 

station and fire trucks, check out police cars, and see the 

process of mailing a post card.  Thank you to all our community 

helpers for all you do!  

Astronauts in Training” at the TAES Summer Learning Challenge Celebration  
By Mrs. Wagner, TAES Reading Specialist 

 
 On Thursday, October 10th, several young “astronauts in training” 
successfully completed four different stations while celebrating their participation 
in the summer learning challenge that was sponsored by the TAES Reading 
team. Over 60 students in Grades K4-5th grade converged in the elementary 
gym to try out their skills.   

One of the first stations included getting their official Astronaut ID photo 
taken in our special photo booth.  Students got to use special astronaut themed 
props to stage their photo in the galaxy. Testing their brains with a challenging 
space theme maze and learning about the historic Apollo 11 launch and moon 
landing were also targeted skills at this station.   

Next up, students tested their ability to locate and collect “moon rocks”, 
while dodging the presence of some alien like creatures.  

Then, it was off to observe a simulation of the night sky that might have 
given students the chance to show off some of their astronaut dancing skills at the glow dance party.    

 At the final station, it was all 
about getting their hands slimy as 
students used science to make their 
own galaxy inspired slime and search 
for hidden planets and aliens. It 
appears we may have some very 
qualified future astronauts at TAES! 
 This event was a super fun 
celebration of all the hard work these 
students completed over the summer 
with their reading and math 
fluency.  We’d like to send a very 
special “Thank You” to some of our 
donors for supplying some of the 
materials needed for 
our celebration - 
Mrs. Bilotto, Mrs. 
Whited, Mrs. Myers, 
Mrs. Miller and the 
TAES PTO.    
 




